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Welcome, Writers!

Every great story begins with a single spark — a "what if" that ignites the imagination. The Creative
Writing Story Starter Kit is designed to provide that spark for young writers in grades 4 through 8.

What’s Inside?
• 60 Illustrated Story Starters: Organized into six exciting genres — Adventure, Mystery, Fantasy,
Sci-Fi, Realistic Fiction, and Historical Fiction.
• 12 Craft Mini-Lessons: Focused lessons on the building blocks of great writing.
• Show-Don’t-Tell Practice Sheets: Dedicated pages to practice descriptive skills.
• Peer Feedback Guide: A structured way for students to give and receive constructive feedback.
• Publishing Celebration Template: A fun way to "publish" and celebrate finished stories!

How to Use This Kit
1. Pick a Prompt: Browse the story starters and choose one that excites you.
2. Read the Mini-Lessons: Learn new techniques to make your story stronger.
3. Write! Use the space on the story card or your own notebook to continue the story.
4. Practice: Complete the Show-Don’t-Tell practice sheets.
5. Get Feedback: Share your draft with a partner using the Peer Feedback Guide.
6. Revise & Celebrate: Improve your story, then "publish" it using the celebration template!

© UM Printables  |  Creative Writing Story Starter Kit  |  Gr 4–8



1 Adventure

“You wake up on a small boat in the middle of the ocean with no memory
of how you got there. A sealed letter sits on the deck beside you.”

Continue the story...

2 Adventure

“While hiking in the mountains, you discover a hidden cave behind a
waterfall. Strange symbols are carved into the stone walls.”

Continue the story...
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3 Adventure

“Your family’s hot air balloon suddenly detaches from its moorings and
begins floating toward a distant, uncharted island.”

Continue the story...

4 Adventure

“You find an old treasure map tucked inside a library book. The map
shows a location right in your own neighborhood.”

Continue the story...
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5 Adventure

“A fierce storm strands you and your classmates in an abandoned
lighthouse overnight. Something is moving in the shadows upstairs.”

Continue the story...

6 Adventure

“You enter a race across the desert, but halfway through, your GPS
stops working and the landmarks don’t match the map.”

Continue the story...
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7 Adventure

“While camping, you spot a mysterious figure on the ridge above your
campsite. By morning, your supplies have been rearranged.”

Continue the story...

8 Adventure

“You discover a trapdoor in your grandmother’s attic that leads to an
underground tunnel stretching in two directions.”

Continue the story...
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51 Historical Fiction

“It’s 1920, and your mother is about to vote for the very first time. She
takes you with her to the polling place.”

Continue the story...

52 Historical Fiction

“You live in a medieval village where the lord has just made an
announcement that changes everything. You decide to stand up for
what’s right.”

Continue the story...
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2 Mini-Lesson: Setting the Scene

Setting is where and when your story takes place. But it’s more than just a backdrop—setting affects the mood
of your story and can even create problems for your characters!

The 3 Elements of Setting:
1. Place: Where is the character? A crowded city, a quiet forest, a spaceship?
2. Time: When is it? Present day, the year 3000, the 1800s? Morning, midnight?
3. Environment: What is the weather, lighting, or atmosphere like?

Good writers don’t just tell the setting; they reveal it through sensory details. Instead of saying, "It was a spooky
forest," describe the twisted branches, the rustling leaves, and the cold wind.

■ Writer’s Tip: Use the five senses! What does your character see, hear, smell, feel, and taste in this setting?

Your Turn!

Setting the Scene

Choose a setting for your story and bring it to life using sensory details.

Place: ____________________________________    Time: ___________________

Weather/Atmosphere: ____________________________________________________

Sensory Details:

See: ____________________________________________________

Hear: ____________________________________________________

Smell: ____________________________________________________

Feel (Touch): ____________________________________________________

Write a paragraph introducing your setting without directly naming it. Let the reader guess!
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5 Mini-Lesson: Plot Structure

Plot is the sequence of events in your story. A good plot isn’t just a random list of things that happen—it has a
clear structure, often called the Story Mountain or Plot Diagram.

The 5 Parts of Plot:
1. Exposition: The introduction. Meet the characters, learn the setting, and discover the normal world.
2. Rising Action: The story builds. Problems arise, and the character tries to solve them. The tension
increases.
3. Climax: The turning point! The most exciting or intense moment. The main character faces their biggest
challenge.
4. Falling Action: The dust settles. The immediate results of the climax play out.
5. Resolution: The conclusion. Loose ends are tied up, and the story ends.

■ Writer’s Tip: The climax should happen near the end of your story, not the middle. Everything before it
builds up; everything after it winds down.

Your Turn!

Plot Outline

Use the plot diagram to plan your story. Write 1-2 sentences for each part.

Exposition (Who, where, when?):

_____________________________________________________________

Rising Action (What problem starts? What goes wrong?):

_____________________________________________________________

Climax (What is the most exciting moment?):

_____________________________________________________________

Falling Action (What happens right after?):

_____________________________________________________________

Resolution (How does it end?):

_____________________________________________________________
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8 Mini-Lesson: Sensory Details

Sensory details are words that describe what we experience through our five senses: sight, sound, smell,
touch, and taste. They are the secret weapon of great writers.

Why Sensory Details Matter:
They make your writing come alive. Instead of just painting a picture (sight), you create a full 3D experience. A
bakery isn’t just "warm"—it smells like cinnamon, sounds like crackling parchment, and tastes like sweet
frosting.

The 5 Senses in Writing:
1. Sight: What do you see? (Colors, sizes, movement)
2. Sound: What do you hear? (Loud, soft, rhythm, crunch)
3. Smell: What do you smell? (The sense most linked to memory!)
4. Touch: What do you feel? (Rough, smooth, hot, freezing, sticky)
5. Taste: What do you taste? (Sweet, sour, bitter, salty)

■ Writer’s Tip: You don’t need to use all five senses in every description. Choose the two or three that make
the moment most vivid.

Your Turn!

Sensory Detail Expansion

Take the boring sentences below and add sensory details to make them exciting.

1. Boring: The cafeteria was noisy.

Expanded (Add sight and sound):

_____________________________________________________________

2. Boring: It was cold outside.

Expanded (Add touch and sound):

_____________________________________________________________

3. Boring: The garden was pretty.

Expanded (Add sight and smell):

_____________________________________________________________
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Show, Don’t Tell Practice Page 1 of 2

Telling: The girl was nervous.

Showing: Show her nervousness through her actions, thoughts, and physical reactions.

Telling: The boy was excited.

Showing: Show his excitement through his movements, dialogue, and facial expressions.

Telling: The woman was angry.

Showing: Show her anger through her body language, tone, and actions.

Telling: The child was sad.

Showing: Show sadness through posture, actions, and internal feelings.
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Peer Feedback Form

Writer’s Name: ____________________________________Reviewer’s Name: ____________________________________

Story Title: ________________________________________

■ STARS (What shined? What did the writer do well?)

1. _____________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________

■ WISHES (What could be improved? Be specific and helpful!)

1. _____________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________

Craft Check

Strong beginning (hook)

Character development

Setting details

Dialogue sounds natural

Show, don’t tell

Sensory details

Plot makes sense

Strong ending

My Favorite Part of This Story:
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■ Published Story ■
Congratulations! You are a published author.

Title:

Author: Date:

Genre:
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Story Continues...
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Thank You!
for choosing UM Printables

Your support means the world to me! I put my heart into creating resources that help

you create engaging, high-quality learning experiences for your students.

Did you enjoy this resource?

I would be incredibly grateful if you could take a moment to leave a review on Teachers

Pay Teachers. Your feedback not only helps me improve but also helps other

educators find quality resources!

★  ★  ★  ★  ★

How to leave a review:

1. Go to "My Purchases" in your TPT account.

2. Find this resource and click "Leave a Review."

3. Share your honest feedback!

Follow my store, UM Printables, for more premium teaching resources!UM Printables
Empowering Teachers, Inspiring Learners.


